Bettie Jane Burdette

March 5, 1924 - April 18, 2018

Bettie J. Burdette, 94, passed away peacefully on Wednesday, April 18, 2018
at Bellaire at Devonshire in Scott Depot. She was surrounded by her loving
family and devoted cat Juanita.

Bettie was born on March 5, 1924 in Pittsburgh, PA, the third child of Erma
(Harmon) and Maurice A'Hearn. At the age of 5 years, she moved with her
family to Charleston, WV, then briefly in Spring Hill, WV before settling in St.
Albans, her hometown of 60 years. She was a graduate of St Albans High
School and entered into Marshall University but her education was interrupted
by World War Il. Bettie completed her nursing training at the Charleston
General School of Nursing. She also spent time in training in the Nurse Cadet
Corps in Staten Island, NY during the war. On March 7, 1947 she married her
husband of 47 years, William P. (Bill) Burdette, who also happened to be her
former teacher at SAHS!

Bettie's professional career was quite diverse, including working in the
Operating Room and Emergency Room at Thomas Memorial Hospital, a long
period as Instructor at the Charleston General School of Nursing where she
touched the lives of many young and aspiring nurses. She then joined the
staff at Charleston Memorial Hospital and later served as the Surveillance
Nurse there. Bettie ultimately retired as Director of Nursing at the Charleston
Area Medical Center- Memorial Division. Despite being an "Administrator”,



she insisted on wearing her Nurse Whites to work, cap included, and was
often seen out on the floors checking on everyone and offering to assist
wherever needed. She again touched and influenced the careers of many
nurses, young and old, some who still are practicing today.

Bettie was the consummate nurse. She gave of herself and was always willing
to help anyone in need of her care. She was essentially the Florence
Nightingale of the St Albans community. Whether regularly administering
Vitamin B12 shots to a neighbor and friend, changing post-operative
bandages at homes, or as one of the first at home end of life care providers
for her community, Bettie was always willing to help and, of course, never
expecting nor asking for payment.

Bettie had a quiet disposition but a very strong will which she passed on to her
children and grandchildren. She showed them her love not by repeated hugs
and kisses but rather by a steady presence, support and advice. Oh yes, and
a whole lot of wonderful meals including Thanksgiving Feasts, Sunday
Morning Biscuits and her famous Apple Pie! She will surely be remembered
by a large portion of the St Albans Community and all of the kids of the 60's,
70's and 80's who came around the neighborhood. Her love and devotion to
her husband was strong and lasting as they raised a family of six children.
Through her husband's final illness, she was the best nurse and caregiver he
ever had! While we shall never hear again from her voice the many stories of
growing up on her Grandfather's farm in Putnam County to all of her nurse
and doctor anecdotes, these will forever emanate from us whenever we are
together and bring joy and laughter to all.

Bettie was preceded in death by her parents, her husband Bill and her two
sisters, Catherine and Maria, with whom she was very close.

She is survived by daughters, Jane Burdette of St Albans, Elizabeth (Todd)



Ware of Morgantown and sons W.P. "Bill* Jr (Lena) Burdette of Huntington,
John (Sandy) Burdette of Southport, NC, Robert "Little" (Betty) Burdette of
Pawley’s Island, SC and Joe (Denise) Burdette of St Albans. She and Bill
have fifteen grandchildren, ten great grandchildren and two great-great
grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers, donations are appreciated to Bettie's favorite services: Christ
Kitchen Food Pantry, 419 B Street, St. Albans, WV 25177 or The Coal River
Group, PO Box 363, St Albans, WV 25177

A scholarship, the Bettie J. Burdette, RN Nursing Scholarship, has been
established at the West Virginia University School of Nursing-Charleston
Division.

Funeral service will be held at 2:00 pm Sunday, April 22, 2018 at Bartlett-
Chapman Funeral Home, St. Albans. Burial will be in Cunningham Memorial
Park, St. Albans.

Friends may visit with the family from 12:00 to 2:00 pm Sunday prior to the
funeral service.

You may visit Bettie’s tribute page at chapmanfuneralhomes.com to share
memories or condolences with the family.

Bartlett-Chapman Funeral Home, family owned and located at 409 Sixth Ave.,
St. Albans is honored to serve the Burdette family.



Cemetery Details

Cunningham Memorial Park

815 Cunningham Lane
Saint Albans, WV 25177
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Tribute Wall

Bettie Jane Burdette

October 06, 2023 at 08:41 AM

My deepest condolences to the Burdette family and friends.
David Gardner
David Gardner - April 22, 2018 at 01:58 PM
| am so sorry for the loss of your precious Mother. She was a great
lady. My husband, Sam, was a close friend of your Dad. My

thoughts and prayers are with you. Kay Brown

Kay Brown - April 22, 2018 at 12:44 PM

72 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Chapman Funeral Homes - April 22, 2018 at 08:31 AM



Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the
family of Bettie Jane Burdette.

April 21, 2018 at 05:03 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Bettie Jane Burdette.

April 21, 2018 at 03:52 PM

While | came belatedly to the Burdette family | was welcomed into
that small kitchen crowded with family, friends and food. Sitting with
Mrs. Burdette across that kitchen table | quickly grew to admire her
not only for being so ahead of her time but also her intellect and
engagement with the world of today.

| was fortunate in being able to participate in one of my husband’s
mysterious nocturnal “plantings” in Mrs. Burdette’s garden—on this
occasion a clay pig that we scoured Charleston for until the perfect
specimen was located at the farmer’s market.

With warmest memories and highest regards. Mrs. Mark
Trowbridge.

Suzanne Trowbridge - April 21, 2018 at 01:07 PM
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Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Bettie Jane Burdette.

April 21, 2018 at 12:53 PM

Bettie was a wonderful person and a great influence in my
professional life in healthcare. | have never forgotten her devotion to
the care of others, whether it be her patients or her colleagues. May
God's blessings be with her family in this time of loss.

Robert G. Burton - April 21, 2018 at 10:45 AM
Jane and Family,
Please know that you are in my thoughts and prayers during this
time of loss. It is my sincere hope that the wonderful memories of
your Mom will sustain you through your grief, and that the
knowledge that your Mom's life was full and meaningful will give you
comfort.

Andy

Andy Black - April 21, 2018 at 08:35 AM

Thoughts and Prayers are with the Burdette Family.
Tim Barnett

Tim Barnett - April 20, 2018 at 07:55 PM
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My deepest sympathy is sent to your family withLOVE AND
PRAYERS.

LOVE,

JENNY DUNN

SOUTHPORT, NC

jenny dunn - April 20, 2018 at 06:24 PM

QCyn-d

Owens Very sad to hear this, Ms. Betty was a wonderful lady | miss her
Cyn-d Owens - April 20, 2018 at 04:05 PM

l#.Laura

Murphy Laura Murphy sent a virtual gift in memory of

Bettie Jane Burdette

Laura Murphy - April 20, 2018 at 03:39 PM

Sherry Mcmillion lit a candle in memory of |
Bettie Jane Burdette

sherry memillion - April 20, 2018 at 03:27 PM

My thoughts and prayers are with the family.

Cindy Tignor - April 20, 2018 at 10:29 AM



Cindy Tignor lit a candle in memory of Bettie
Jane Burdette

Cindy Tignor - April 20, 2018 at 10:27 AM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Bettie Jane Burdette.

April 20, 2018 at 10:21 AM
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