
George Thomas Vickers
October 28, 1969 - May 2, 2024

George Thomas Vickers, 54, of Hurricane, WV, passed away at home on
Thursday, May 2, after a long, valiant fight against cancer. George, aka
George Tommy, Daddy, Big G., George T., Baby George, Pumpkin Pie, Uncle
George, Buddy, or Kaizen Man, was well-loved by many close friends and
family. 

 

George spent his growing up years in West Virginia, Virginia and Ohio. He
graduated from Thomas Dale High School in Chester, VA and then went on to
attend Virginia Tech. He was an avid Hokie fan, which was made obvious by
his wardrobe choices and that bright orange truck. 

 

After receiving his degree, George went to work as a microbiologist at the WV
Department of Health and Human Resources. It was while working there that
he made some of his best lifelong friends (the Fun Team), discovered
mountain biking, played a lot of volleyball, met and married his wife Jennifer,
and committed his life to Christ. 

 

In 1999, George was hired at the new Toyota plant in Buffalo, WV. He loved
kaizen, exploring the plant, and talking to people. When asked what lessons
he had learned in life that helped him at his job, he responded, “Simple things.
We are all in this together. Don’t be quick to judge or react, give people the
benefit of the doubt…. Set people up for success, not failure. Show people



that you love them. Pat someone on the back and tell them they did a good
job. Give them a smile and tell them that you appreciate them.” During his
time at Toyota, George received a patent and recently was awarded the
Toyota Environmental Legacy Award. His Toyota co-workers and friends were
some of his biggest encouragers during his cancer battle. 

 

George also loved woodworking. For the last several years the Cobb brothers
have graciously welcomed him into their shop, never asking for anything in
return for him setting up camp there. As Rick says, “…this guy just showed up
one day and never left!” Being there in the wood shop with Dwayne and Rick,
taking on projects, learning from their expertise, was a balm to his spirit and
he enjoyed every minute. 

 Emerald Isle, North Carolina was another special spot for George. For more
than 20 years, George, Jennifer, and the kids would pack up and spend a
week with their Douthat family, relaxing and making wonderful memories. 

 

George loved his family well, and one of his biggest concerns was making
sure they would be taken care of. He was the best husband Jennifer (Midkiff)
Vickers could have asked for and the proud father of two children, Greyson
Scott and Ian Vickers. 

George was preceded in death by his mom and dad, Ruth Ann Cavender and
Tommy Wayne Vickers, as well as his big brother Joe. His loving sister Carole
Keil (Steven) is his surviving sibling, and he leaves behind his wonderful
nieces, nephews, cousins and extended family. 

 

We would like to especially acknowledge the compassionate and exceptional
care George received from Dr. Mary Dillhoff, Katie Hooker, and many others at
the James Cancer Center at OSU. They were a huge part of giving us more
time together. Our niece, Andrea Keil, one of the best hostesses we know,
also went above and beyond to keep us comfortable and cared for on our



many trips to Ohio. Many other special friends supported us by consistently
showing up and giving us moments of normalcy and fun during a very difficult
time. 

 

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, May 11, 2024 6:00 pm at River
Ridge Church, 1 Saturn Way Hurricane, WV 25526. We won’t be mad if you
happen to wear orange or maroon. 

 

If you would like to celebrate George by making a donation in his honor, these
organizations were important to him: Virginia Tech, River Ridge Church
(memo Dollar Club), and the Amelia Cobb Love Memorial Scholarship. 

 

Remember, today is the best day ever. 
 

Anyone wishing to leave an online memory may do so by visiting his tribute
page at: www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com. 

 

Chapman Funeral Home 3941 Teays Valley Road Hurricane, WV 25526 is
honored to serve the Vickers family.



Previous Events

Celebration of Life

MAY 11. 6:00 PM (ET)

River Ridge Church
1 Saturn Way
Hurricane, WV 25526
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CONNIE PITMAN - May 10, 2024 at 11:03 PM

Dan Butler & family are so sorry for your loss. Jennifer, you & the
family are in our thoughts & prayers.

May 10, 2024 at 12:35 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
George Thomas Vickers.

The Woodson Center - May 10, 2024 at 12:35 PM

The Woodson Center planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of George Thomas
Vickers.

Will Marshall - May 10, 2024 at 09:16 AM

Will Marshall purchased the Medium Dish Garden
for the family of George Thomas Vickers.

https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1415&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Will Marshall - May 10, 2024 at 09:16 AM

Will Marshall planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of George Thomas
Vickers.

Amy - May 08, 2024 at 10:20 AM

Over fifty years of memories shared with my bestfriend/brother
produced a treasure trove of stories, adventures and life milestones.
As the song I wrote for us many years ago says " A stones throw is
not far to go. A shadow's cast without light will pass, but or
friendship will last and we shall remain together the two of us friends
for life." I will miss you so much GTV.

Love Always, Amy and Mom - May 08, 2024 at 09:52 AM

Love Always, Amy and Mom purchased the Days
of Sunshine Bouquet for the family of George
Thomas Vickers.

Love Always, Amy and Mom - May 08, 2024 at 09:52 AM

Love Always, Amy and Mom planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of George Thomas Vickers.

https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Hurl Hager - May 06, 2024 at 07:32 AM

I worked with George for many years at
TMMWV. What a great guy. Always a smile
on his face and a kind word.

Justin Douthat - May 05, 2024 at 10:13 PM

I'm not sure where to begin. George was my dear friend, and if you
knew him for more than a few minutes, he was also your friend. His
intelligence was off the charts but it was his kindness that endeared
him to all who knew him. And while we were not related by blood,
Ryan and I consider him to be our brother. We have been blessed
to share so many fantastic memories through the years with
George, Jennifer & the kids. From football and baseball games, to
hiking and camping and fishing, to family holiday gatherings and
celebrations, to simply settling down together on the back porch or
in our beach chairs to enjoy a few minutes of just being. Life has
been enriched and family bonds made stronger as a result of our
time together. Rest easy my friend. I look forward to the day when
we can all once more sit down next to each other at the shore and
marvel at the beauty before us and the blessings poured out upon
us. 

  
Justin Douthat

JV
Jennifer Vickers - May 06, 2024 at 09:11 AM

Made me cry again, Justin. Love you.
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Joann Maddox - May 05, 2024 at 07:43 PM

What a beautiful tribute to George! Praying for the huge void you
are feeling.

May 04, 2024 at 03:17 PM

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family
of George Thomas Vickers.

https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4272&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

