
Merlyn Marie Johnston
October 11, 1927 - June 13, 2021

Merlyn Marie Johnston, 93, of Winfield passed away June 13, 2021. 

Born October 11, 1927 in Staunton, Virginia, Merlyn was a daughter of the late
William Graham Snyder and Marion Alice Webb Snyder. 

As a young girl, Merlyn enjoyed playing and competing on the girls basketball
team and singing in the Glee Club. Her love of music grew, when her beloved
grandfather gave her piano lessons. She had talent for playing the piano and
playing music by ear. She often would write down lyrics of songs she heard
and liked so she could remember later and play for her family. 

While living at home with her parents, during the second world war, Merlyn’s
father, a World War I veteran and her mother, a nurse gave back to the
community and their country by opening their home to rehabilitating soldiers.
Merlyn prepared many home-cooked meals for the soldiers. This is where she
met her husband to be, William Paul Johnston. They dated while he went
through multiple surgeries and rehabilitation. After they married, the couple
moved to Morgantown and with her loving support he ran a dairy farm and
went to school under the GI bill. Once William graduated, the family then
moved to Winfield, where they raised five wonderful children. Merlyn was a
natural caregiver and exceptional mother. Caring for her family always made
her the happiest. She so enjoyed having family and friends around her,



laughing, telling stories, singing around the piano and just being together. 

Left to cherish her memory are her children: William Michael Johnston, Carol
Marie Sponaugle (Kelley), Jeffrey Paul Johnston (Cheryl, deceased), Timothy
Scott Johnston (Angie), Brian Allen Johnston (Sherry), eight grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of her life will be held at 11:00am Thursday June 17, 2021 at
Chapman Funeral Home, Winfield with Chaplain Pete Thompson officiating.
Entombment will follow at Valley View Memorial Park, Hurricane. 

Visitation will be 30 minutes prior to the service at the funeral home. 

Merlyn had one special friend that stayed in contact over the years and they
shared conversations of their blessings with laughter and tears as well.
Special thanks to Jean. God bless you. 

Now she is with her family in heaven and we’re sure she is happy as can be in
Jesus loving arms. 

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” O death, where is your victory? O death, where is
your sting?” I Corinthians 15:54-56 

 

You may share memories of Merlyn by visiting her tribute page at
ChapmanFuneralHomes.com 

 

Chapman Funeral Home, 12848 Winfield Road, Winfield is honored to serve
the Johnston family.





Cemetery Details

Valley View Memorial Park

2466 Main Street
Hurricane, WV 25526

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 17. 10:30 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)

Chapman Funeral Home, Winfield
12848 Winfield Road
Winfield, WV 25213
(304) 586-2542
info@chapmanfuneralhomes.com
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com

Funeral Service

JUN 17. 11:00 AM (ET)

Chapman Funeral Home, Winfield
12848 Winfield Road
Winfield, WV 25213
(304) 586-2542
info@chapmanfuneralhomes.com
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com

mailto:info@chapmanfuneralhomes.com
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/
mailto:info@chapmanfuneralhomes.com
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/
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Chapman Funeral Homes - June 16, 2021 at 04:16 PM

Chapman Funeral Home created a Tribute Video in memory of
Merlyn Marie Johnston
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Rachel Golden Smith - June 21, 2021 at 07:39 PM

So sorry for your loss, I remember Aunt Merlin from when I was a little
girl loved to hear her talk.loved the accent. Prayers for the family!

October 06, 2023 at 08:41 AM

Merlyn Marie Johnston

Mary Sue Webb Vest - June 20, 2021 at 01:26 PM

Merlyn was my first cousin on the Webb side. Marion and my dad
Brownie were sister and brother. So sorry for your loss. I remember
all of her children when we were children.

Fred Wright & family - June 17, 2021 at 06:55 PM

So sorry for your loss. She was a wonderful woman and I will never
forget her special, fabulous donuts. Prayers for you all.
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Becky Floyd - June 16, 2021 at 09:50 PM

Carol. Cara and Kyle. We are so sorry for your loss. You are all in
our thoughts and prayers. Rocky and Becky

sheryl smith - June 16, 2021 at 05:58 PM

She was some kind of special.

Christi - June 16, 2021 at 03:44 PM

Carol, 
 Prayers for you, Kyle, and Kara. So sorry for your loss. 

  
Christi Meador and family

June 16, 2021 at 01:49 PM

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the
family of Merlyn Marie Johnston.

Carol (Johnston) Sponaugle - June 15, 2021 at 09:23 PM

Mom would remind us (her children) when we were angry or sad
that we were in charge of our happiness. “You use less muscles to
smile than to frown,” she would say. A smile is the same around the
world - so smile! 
It was so sad to see sick, but I know you are happy and well now. 

 Love you always, Carol

https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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June 15, 2021 at 09:23 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Merlyn Marie Johnston.

June 15, 2021 at 08:43 PM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Merlyn Marie Johnston.

Debee Dooley Noffsinger - June 15, 2021 at 07:23 PM

I remember so many times with her and all this wonderful family.
Both at The United Methodists Church in Winfield and at their warm
home and garden! Every time I see rhubarb I think of her! I am so
sorry for this painful loss! Prayers for comfort and peace only the
Good Lord can supply!

June 15, 2021 at 02:28 PM

Guiding Light Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Merlyn Marie Johnston.

https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.chapmanfuneralhomes.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4371&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

